MEREDITH BARGES
I am a bird-friendly building researcher and advocate based in the Eastern United States. My research seeks to explain the dynamics driving the adoption (and nonadoption) of municipal bird-friendly building policies in the U.S and Canada. My research is unique in treating birds as vital political subjects and historical agents in the reimagination of cities as part the wider wilds.

EDUCATION
PHD	SUNY-SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENT, Environmental Science	EXP. MAY ‘27
Fellow, Betsy and Jesse Fink Career Development Program	
Fellow, Center for A.I., Society, & the Environment
Student Representative, Faculty Recruitment Committee
	
MDIV	YALE DIVINITY SCHOOL, Religion & Ecology	
Recipient, Clayton R. Lund Scholarship
Lead Organizer, Pennington Legacy Group 
Senator, Yale Graduate & Professional Students Senate 
MA	UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, History & Social Theory	
	Assistant to Prof. Leon Kass, Committee on Social Thought
BA 	SMITH COLLEGE, English Language & Literature	
Work Experience

VISITING INSTRUCTOR	Aug 2026 – present
SUNY ESF, Syracuse, NY
Teaching EST 361: History of the American Environmental Movement. Upper-level undergrad course with 65 students. Assisted by T.A. Maximizing paper-based, analog learning.
SENIOR RESEARCH AIDE, “CARBON FARMING INTEGRITY PROJECT”	Oct 2025 – present
SUNY ESF, Syracuse, NY
Examine public attitudes towards climate marketing claims – and carbon farming – for a USDA-funded, multi-year study. Drafting manuscript, conducted interviews, coded data, and helped develop interview protocol. 
TEACHING ASSISTANT	Aug 2024 – May 2026
SUNY ESF, Syracuse, NY
EFB 120: Global Environment and Society & EST 201: U.S. History Since Reconstruction
CHAIR, LIGHTS OUT CENTRAL NEW YORK	 Sept 2024– Jan 2026
Onondaga Audubon Society, Syracuse, NY
Conducted public outreach campaigns to raise awareness of the perils of light pollution for migratory birds. Translated new science for public. Sought public pledges to turn off excess nighttime lights. Advocated for better municipal lighting policies. Collaborated on successful advocacy campaigns with local allies, like Dark Sky Homer.
SENIOR FELLOW, BIRD COLLISIONS IN THE ANTHROPOCENE	Jun 2025–Aug 2025
Chicago Bird Alliance (formerly, Chicago Audubon Society), Evanston, IL
Organized public arts-based conservation workshops, collaborated with local partners, wrote grants, and wrote/designed educational materials. Secured external funding. Developed long-term partnerships with local NGOS, including Sustainable Evanston. 
CO-CHAIR, LIGHTS OUT CONNECTICUT	2022–2024
Menunkatuck Audubon Society/Audubon Connecticut, Guilford, CT
Partnered with local allies to win better state and local lighting laws. Co-led a successful state-wide campaign to pass Public Act No. 23-143, Connecticut’s ‘Lights Out’ bill. Supported local organizers in passing Town of Greenwich’s comprehensive lighting law. Secured multiple grants. Co-authored Model Outdoor Lighting Regulations for CT. 

POLICY RESEARCHER, YALE BIRD-FRIENDLY BUILDING INITIATIVE 	2022–2023
Yale Law School, New Haven, CT
Studied policy making for municipal bird-safe building policies in the United States, to accelerate the adoption of bird-friendly building policies. Co-authored Building Better Cities for Birds: How Cities Are Leading the Way in Bird-friendly Building Policy (Yale Law School & American Bird Conservancy, 2023). Interviewed dozens of policy actors, including local advocates, policy makers, business groups, and glass manufacturers.

FREELANCE CONSULTANT	2018–2020	
Edited a community-based report on climate displacement (UUSC, 2018). Advised and created advocacy materials for Protect Our Wildlife, a Vermont-based conservation group working to ban leghold traps. Finalized Our Future, Our Justice (ICTJ, 2019), a training manual on truth seeking and advocacy for Syrian youth activists, and An Uncertain Homecoming (ICTJ, 2019), a report on Syrian refugees’ hopes for future return and peaceful coexistence. 
SENIOR ASSOCIATE	2012–2017
International Center for Transitional Justice, New York, NY
Designed outreach plans for human rights projects in over 20 countries to help ensure victims’ access to reparations. Managed and finalized all research documents, including briefing papers, reports, and books. Led media campaigns; drafted press releases and placed op eds and news stories. Supported strategic planning. Managed Emilio Mignone Lecture Series, which brought human rights luminaries to the stage for public talks.
EDITOR/WRITER	2007–2009
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, Cambridge, MA
Managed communications for international human rights and humanitarian aid projects. Wrote and designed fact sheets and booklets. Managed UUSC’s website. Edited Rights Now magazine (35,000 circ.). Provided comms for UUSC-led trips to historic sites in the US Civil Rights Movement and to Mexico to investigate workers’ rights under NAFTA.
HONORS & AWARDS
Certificate of Outstanding Recognition, Yale University Office of Sustainability	2023
Student Award, Yale Law, Ethics and Animals Program, Yale Law School	2022
PUBLIC SPEAKING/media 
Nature Canada, Bird Friendly City Community of Practice, Presenter, "First in Flight: Lessons in Advocacy from Toronto's Landmark Bird-Friendly Building By-law", ZOOM, Aug 13, 2026. 

American Ornithological Society 2026 Annual Meeting, Panelist, “Linking Science & Empathy in Successful Bird-friendly Building Advocacy," Amherst, MA, Aug 6, 2026
Better Building By Design VT, Presenter, “Bird-Friendly Building Design," Burlington, VT, May 6, 2026 
Bird-Friendly Buffalo Symposium, Speaker, “Lights Out Policy Benefits: For People and Wildlife," Buffalo, NY, Apr 23, 2026  
Humane Canada 2026 Animal Summit, Presenter, “Bird-friendly Toronto: How advocacy led to a municipal policy breakthrough in bird conservation," Whistler, B.C., April 21, 2026 
Massachusetts Liberal Arts College 'Green Living Seminar', Speaker, “How Laws Protecting Birds Strengthen Human Communities," North Adams, MA, Apr 8, 2026 
Environment for the Americas, Speaker, “Policy for Birds,” Oct 20, 2025.
13th Annual Nature-Society Workshop, Presenter, “Bird-friendly Toronto,” October 3, 2025
AIA VT, Seminar, Educator,  “Bird-friendly Design for Architects,” Sept 18, 2025.
Forum for Contemplative Ecology, Guest Speaker, “Migratory Birds & the Night Sky,” August 4, 2025 
AIA CT, Webinar, Educator, “Bird-Friendly Building: Designing Safer Buildings for Birds,” Nov 7, 2023
Build Green CT, Educator, “Bird-Friendly Building: Designing Safer Buildings for Birds,” Apr 18, 2023
A Slice of Life, Guest, Episode 9 - "Lights Out," Valley Shore Community Television, Jun 12, 2023
Liz Wexler Show, Guest,  “Lights Out! Help save the birds!,” Apr 20, 2023
LANGUAGES 
English (Native), French (professional), Spanish (professional).
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